Oregon Fire Marshals Association

Executive Board Meeting Minutes

December 12, 2007

300 B Avenue, Lake Oswego, Oregon

The meeting was called to order by President McMullen at 10:10 AM.

Roll Call;
2nd VP Stevens and Ex-Officio Orr were absent, all other members present.

Guests included, Bob Garrison, ICC representative and Troy Buzalsky, Canby Fire

Minutes of previous meeting were approved with one correction in section 6.reference to “ICC chapter staff member and retired Fire Marshal Stookie”. The word chapter was to be deleted.

There was no State Fire Marshals Report.

There was no guest participation.

Treasurers Report was presented by Mark Wilson and Ken Johnson. Total funds stand at $68,568.90.

Committee Reports

1. Education:

Director Friant reported on training issues. He asked the board to be prepared to make a decision by next meeting on the specific topics of final speaker at annual business meeting (ABM). Leadership/management speaker Martha Bryant has been secured as the presenter. Friant handed out specific topic list for the board to consider.


The question was raised about using the ICC Chapter Training Day during the ABM. President McMullen suggested we use this during ABM and there was confirmation by consensus.


Friant reviewed current list of OFMA sponsored training and asked for input on future subjects.


Past President Stein reported on tentatively securing DPSST facility for Roundtable Meeting, Oct. 21-24, 2008. Space at DPSST fills fast so we need to confirm ASAP.

2. Scholarship Committee:
Dan Patterson reported that he had sent out scholarship information to 7 Colleges. The question was raised about how recipients are paid and the possibility of only reimbursing for education expenses. It was suggested that running the scholarship through the Oregon Scholarship Commission might be a good resolution for this issue. Patterson indicated he would do further research on this issue.

3. By-Laws & Resolution Committee:
Dan Patterson raised the question of the possibility of having a 2 year presidency. There were many additional related questions and it was decided to continue to evaluate and confer with the Chiefs Association as they are evaluating this same issue. No action needed at this time.

4. Member Promotions:
Mark Wilson presented new hats that will be sold for $10.00. Director Chaffin will be taking over some of the managing of member promotion merchandise

5. Annual Business Meeting:

President McMullen began this report/discussion with a request that we have the Oregon Fire Service Honor Guard open the annual meeting and that we cover the necessary costs for this service. Motion by Patterson, second by Stein to make the request and cover costs. Motion approved.  President McMullen passed out the “To Do” list for ABM as compiled by Michelle Stevens. The list was reviewed and assignments were made. President McMullen recorded this and will follow-up with individuals on their assignments.

6. Membership Committee:
No Report

7. Audit Committee:

Ken Johnson reported that audit was completed and report passed on to Mark Wilson.

8. Recognition Advisory Committee:

Chuck Chaffin reported on recent meeting. The committee has chose to meet twice annually. Mechanical Code CD training will be out for use soon.


Chaffin reported on the issue of enforcement of the recognition standards. There was lengthy discussion on this subject, primarily based on the question of whether a non-certified person (plans review certification) can provide any level of input on plans and the inability to control local Building Officials with regard to their interpretation. The primary issue continues to be “consistency”. There was also concern expressed about granting equivalency certifications.

9. Historical Committee: 
No Report

Liaison Reports

1. Oregon Life Safety Team:
No Report

2. Oregon Fire Code Committee:
President McMullen reported on the potential of furniture stores being classed as H occupancies due to the amount of “Poly-Foam”. This issue has many ramifications and OSFM, ICC and IFMA are giving attention to this question/issue.

3. Joint Legislative: 
No Report

4. OFCA:
Met last week. They are also looking at the 2-year presidency question. 

At this time changes/clean-up in the Fire Insurance Premium tax language will be the Chiefs top legislative priority.

5. Oregon IAAI: No Report

6. Metro Fire Marshals: It was reported that the group met at Canby during “Roundtable” and were satisfied with training opportunities that OFMA was presenting.

7. OBOA: 
No Report

8. Juvenile Firesetter Advisory: 
Director Chaffin reported that the novelty lighter issue continues to be difficult. There was discussion about the possibility of enforcement using Fire Code, open flame section. Consensus was that the issue is certainly difficult and that Fire Code language would be weak in regards to attempting to enforce this issue.

9. GFSPC:
President McMullen reported on the meeting and provided copies of the minutes. The council has requested that each association represented provide a list of the top 2 or 3 issues they see needing attention. George Warren was elected the new Chair of the GFSPC.

Old Business

1. Appendix P Update:

President McMullen reported on the “Appendix P” meeting conducted yesterday. Eric provided details of the difficult political process this issue has generated. He expects further Public Hearings on the issue in January-February timeframe.  Bob Garrison reminded the group of the significant progress that has been made on this issue and the need to keep the process in perspective.

2. OFMA Awards/Recognition criteria:
President McMullen requested input on awards for ABM. He will be contacting board members to gather specific criteria.

New Business

1. Treasurer Position:
Johnson & Wilson reported on the transition of treasurer duties. This transition began a couple months ago and is nearly completed. Johnson will be working with Wilson to complete details of membership database and Excel accounting program.

2. Member Promotions Duty:

President McMullen reported on transfer of duties to Director Chaffin.

3. OFMA Pop-Up stand:
President McMullen presented the new OFMA “Pop-Up” Banner.

4. Cigar Bars:

President McMullen shared an E-Mail that referenced State Statute that requires Fire Marshal to approve ventilation from “Cigar Bars”.

5. OFMA Web-Page Committee:
President McMullen discussed the amount of work that the OFMA web-page requires. He asked members to consider ways we could share this workload better and make the web-page better.

Good of the Order

Director Friant expressed concern about the workload and expenses required to coordinate and manage training offerings. All Board members need to share this duty and the association needs to cover basic expenses for room and meals.

Bob Garrison shared that the Fire & Life Safety Section of ICC was seeking nominations for recognition.

Director Chaffin provide an update on their local prosecution of a Fire Alarm Maintenance technician and the company he worked for. The individual has entered a plea-bargain agreement to 10 counts of reckless endangerment and citations from BCD.

The meeting was adjourned at 2:15 PM

The Board moved to an executive session at 2:15 PM and adjourned at 2:30 PM

